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Beyond Discrete Trial: 
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Methodologies Should Lead the Way
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Presented by: Autism Connections
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Target Audience: Parents of young children who have a diagnosis of 
Autism Spectrum Disorder, BCBAs, RBTs and other ABA providers, 

early childhood special education team members and early intervention 
providers who work with young children with ASD

3 Type II Learning CEU’s Available sponsored by Bay Path University.
• Via Zoom – Link will be sent to registrants
• REGISTER
• For more information contact: autismconnections@pathlightgroup.org

Parents of children with a diagnosis of ASD are told ABA is “the” evidence-based intervention with 
the greatest support for teaching language and social skills. Many behaviorally trained clinicians 
working with young children primarily use discrete trial training approaches, and reserve natural 
environments and Naturalistic Developmental Behavioral Interventions (NDBI) for generalization 

and reinforcer pauses. Potential pitfalls associated with this approach include prompt dependency, 
and absence of spontaneous initiations.

This webinar will highlight more natural, developmentally appropriate, evidence-based ABA 
interventions that honor child development, fit within natural preschool and home routines, and can 

be implemented by parents, siblings and early intervention professionals as well as RBTs, BCBAs 
and other ABA providers.

Programs developed at 2 major universities around this approach will be described, research 
results reviewed and a deeper dive in to one such methodology, incidental teaching, will be 

provided. One former student and two parents who chose this approach will describe 
their experiences.

See page 2 for speaker information.

NO CHARGE FOR THIS EVENT
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SPEAKERS

Michael J. Morrier, PhD, BCBA-D
Dr. Morrier is an associate professor of psychiatry 
and behavioral sciences at Emory University, and the 
Director of Child Behavioral Interventions, where he 
directs the Early Emory Center for Child Development 
and Enrichment (founded in 1985 as the Walden 
Learning Center by Gail G McGee, PhD). Dr. Morrier 
began his career working with young children with 
autism spectrum disorder and their typical peers as 
an undergraduate at the University of Massachusetts-
Amherst. He relocated to Emory University where 
he oversaw all of the Walden classrooms while 
earning a master’s degree in special education from 
the University of Georgia and a doctorate in special 
education from Georgia State University.

Dr. Morrier has consulted to the CDC’s autism 
surveillance project, co-authored several peer-
reviewed journal articles and book chapters on autism 
treatment, teacher training, early intervention, and 
best educational practices for young children. He has 
lectured internationally and conducted many media 
presentations on autism for local and national news 
organizations. Since 2016, Dr. Morrier has also served 
as the President of the Georgia Division for Early 
Childhood, a component of the Council for Exceptional 
Children.

He has taught ABA-related courses at Georgia State 
University and currently coordinates Emory’s applied 
behavior analysis training, fieldwork and supervision 
program. Dr. Morrier enjoys assisting the next 
generation of BCBAs learn how to incorporate ABA 
procedures into the natural environments of families 
and children.

Teresa Daly, Ph.D., BCBA-D
Dr. Daly received her Ph.D. in Developmental 
Psychology with specialization in developmental 
disabilities from the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst. She is currently the Executive Director of 
the University of Central Florida’s Center for Autism 
and Related Disabilities. Her 25+ years of experience 
serving individuals with autism spectrum disorders 
began as a classroom assistant in the Walden Learning 
Center, an inclusive ABA-based preschool program for 
children with autism in Amherst, MA. She continued 
in leadership roles in early intervention in roles that 

included Director of Training at Emory University’s 
Autism Center, where she was also Program Director 
of the nationally recognized Walden Toddler Program, 
an inclusive model demonstration program for the 
treatment of toddlers with autism. She is a licensed 
psychologist and board certified Behavior Analyst, and 
has served as consultant to NEC-TAC on best practices 
for ASD. She has been the recipient of multiple grants 
from agencies that include Autism Speaks, Georgia 
Childcare Council, the Parker Family Foundation 
and Department of Education. She presents locally, 
nationally and internationally on topics related to ASD, 
incidental teaching, and early Intervention in ASD.

Cheryl Hollocher
Cheryl is the parent of a son with autism who attended 
the Walden Learning Center preschool in Amherst, 
MA and was fully included in his local schools through 
grade 8, as well as a daughter who also attended 
Walden. Cheryl earned an undergraduate degree in 
linguistics and anthropology, then a graduate degree in 
intensive special education. She worked as a teacher 
and administrator in several school districts and is now 
working as a special education consultant for parents 
and the Federation for Children with Special Needs in 
Massachusetts.

Jean and Daniel Denton-Thompson
Daniel attended the Walden Learning Center preschool 
in Amherst after being diagnosed with pervasive 
developmental disorder. After preschool, Daniel 
attended his local schools and graduated from high
school. Daniel then earned an associate degree 
from Springfield Technical Community College, and a 
certificate of videography from Holyoke Community 
College. Daniel recently completed an accelerated 
program in IT.

Jean is Daniel’s mother, an LPN who then worked for 
several years for the State of Massachusetts as a job 
coach for the agency now called the Department of 
Developmental Services, (DDS). Jean was an active 
member of the civil rights movement and is one of the 
founding board members of Community Resources for 
People with Autism, the agency that is now known as 
Autism Connections.


